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T H E PRINCIPAL 


A T. 


OF THE 


| General Aſſembly | 


OF THE 


S CO 1 x N D, 


Begun at Edinburgh, upon Thurſday the LP Day of May 1759, 
and concluded the 4th Day of June therealter. 


I. 


The King's Commiſſion to Charles 


Lord Cathcart, produced, and or- 
dered to be recorded. 


Edinburgh, May 24th, 17 5g; 2 ENT 
HE General Aſſembly of this National TEN 


being conveened and conſtituted, there was pro- 
I. | duced to them, by the Right Honourable Charles 
Lord Cathcart, the King's Commiſſion, ſealed * 


to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the 


Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Maje- 


| ſhip in the Year, 1755, and the other Years paſt from that 


ſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this Aſſembly, 
of the ſame Tenor with the Commiſſion granted to his Lord- 


Time; which Commiſſion was publicly read with all due Ho- 


nour and Reſpect, and ordered to 2 recorded in the Books of . 
TE | 5 5 


Id 


* 
- 


with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 


VL. The 


4 Pe Ads of the 
II. 
The King's moſt oracious Letter to 


the General Aflembly, preſented 
to them by his Ss it 


oner. 
Edinburgh May 24th, 1759, 1 It. 


rege ſeribitur. GEORGE. R. 


RS 16 HT Reverend and Well- beloved, We greet 
Y: vou well. The Experience We have had of your 
Conduct in former Aſſemblies, and of your Zeal 
for true Religion and Piety, and the firm Reliance 
We have on your Loyalty and Attachment to Our 
Perſon and Government, have induced Us to give the moſt 
ready Concurrence to the preſent Meeting, and to counte- 
nance it with Our Royal Authority and Approbation, And 
from an intire Perſuaſion, that you will be directed by the 
ſame good Principles and Diſpoſitions, as heretofore, We can 
with Satisfaction aſſure you, of Our firm Reſolution to main- 
tain the Church of Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, in all its 


juſt Rights and Privileges. . . 
The repeated Proofs We have had, of the Fidelity, Abili- 


ties and Prudence of Our Truſty and Well-beloved Charles 
Lord Cathcart, as well as his known AﬀeRion for the Wel- 
fare of the Church of Scotland, have recommended him to 
Us as a fit Perſon again to repreſent Our Perſon in this Aſ- 


ſembly, and We doubt not, will render him entirely accept- 


able to you. 
We have a thorough Dependance, that you will zealoufly 


concur in your Endeavours to contribute to the great End of 
our Meeting, the Advancement of Religion and of Virtue: 


And ſo We bid you heartily Farewell. 


Ueber at Our Court at Ken ſangton, the fic Day of May 
17 59, in the 32d Vear of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 
HOLDERNESSE, 
III. 


III. FF 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to 

the King's moſt gracious Letter. 
Edinburg, May 26th, 17 59, Sef: 3d. | 

| May it pleaſe Your Majeſly, 1 

OUR Majeſty's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſem- 

k bly, was received with that humble Reſpect and 

Gratitude, which is due from loyal and happy Sub- 


- 
- 


- - 
| £% - 


vernment. 1 eee 
Pour Naſeſty's countenancing the Meeting of this A ffem⸗ 
bly wi 
Inſtance of your Pa 


cious Government, under which we enjoy ſo many ineſtima- 
The choice Tour Majeſty has been pleaſed to make, of the 
Lord Cathcart, to repreſent Your Royal Perſon in this Aſſem- 
bly, gives the higheſ Satisfaction #8 us, and to every Membe 
of the Chutch- The repeated Proofs Your Majeſty has Had 


of his Abilities, Fidelity and Prudence, and the Knowledge 
we have of his Zeal for Your Majeſty's Service, as well as af- 
fectionate Concern for the Welfare and Proſperity of the 
Church of Seariand, cannot but render him intirely acceptable 
to us, and to all the true Friends of our happy Eſtabliſhment 
in Church and State. 12 | 
Your Majeſty's Renewal of Your Royal Bounty for the Re- 
formation of the Highlands and Iſlands, and Places where Ig- 

norance and Popery till _— abound, we accept with all 


22K ny 5 
> 


_— a A 


6 Tie Ads ef th 


Thankfulneſs; and ſhall employ the moſt pre per and effectual 


Means in our Power, for anſwering the important Ends of ſo 
pious and charitable a Donation. | 1 

To juſtify the Confidence Your Majeſty is pleaſed to repoſe 
in us, Vour Majeſty may be aſſured that we ſhall moſt hearti- 
ly concur in our Endeavours to advance the Intereſts of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, which is the great End of our preſent Mect- 
ing. 
That the God of all Grace, the Father of Mercies, may 
pour down his choiceſt Bleſſings upon Your Majeſty's Perſon 
and Royal Family: That your precious Life may be long pre- 
ſerved for a Bleſſing to theſe Realms: That Your Councils 
may be directed by divine Wiſdom: That your Fleets and 
Armies, under the Conduct of the Lord of Hoſts, may be 
ſucceſsful and victorious; and that the Calamities of War may 
be ſoon and happily terminated by a ſafe and honourable 
Peace: That Gop may 3 bleſs their Royal High- 


neſſes George Prince of Wales, the Princeſs-Dowager of Wales, 


the Duke, the Princeſſes, and all the Branches of Vour Royal 
Family; and that, after a long and proſperous Reign upon 
Earth, Vou may at laſt be received into that Kingdom which 
cannot be moved ; and that a Race of Kings of Your Royal 
Line, Guardians of their Liberty and Country, may always 
ſway the Scepter over theſe Lands, are the ſincere and hearty 
ZW e, * 


j ” do 


| May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, moſt dutiful, and 
| moſt loyal Subjetts, l e 


7 he Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
. Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our Name, & ug Preſence, 


- : F 2 1 
75 : by . ” - * . 0 
by * * * * * * 
: * 0 % p 1 0 
* g — ** - * » * 0 a 
a i 2 


IV. 


GEO. KAY Moderator. 


% 


General Afſembly, 175 9: 7 
Act appointing the Synod of Roſs to 


meet once in the Year, and that on 
the 2d Tueſday of May, yearly. 


Edinburgh, May 28th, 1759, Seff. 4. 


their Committee for. Bills, a Repreſentation and Pe- 


ries, which are made up of 25 Pariſhes: That the Bounds 
| however are very ſpacious, and interjected by Branches of the 
Sea, where the crofling of. Ferries, eſpecially about the Time 
of the Synod's Meetings, which happen to be about the Sea- 


92225 HENE was tranſmitted to the General Aſſembly . 


E tition by the Provincial Synod of Roß, ſetting forth; 
That the ſaid Synod conſiſts only of three Preſbyte- 


* 


* 
* 
. 


J 


L 


ſors of the Equinoctial Storms, makes the Attendance of Mem- 


pers both dangerous and precarious : That there have been In- 
ſtances more than once, and one at the very laſt Meeting of 
Synod, when all the Members of a Preſbytery have been ſtopt 
at Ferries, and their Deſign of attending diſappointed, where- 
by it frequently happened that in ſome Caſes 1 37 


other being removed as Parties, and the thicd almoſt or altoge- 


ther abſent: That of late Years Sache has not be 5 5 
* 


ſo that two Sy nodical Meetings yearly have 
Form's Sake, and in obedience to the Aſſembly's Act, than for 
real Neceſſity. For which Cauſes, and ſeveral others too te- 


Sentence and 


ecree of the Synod was only the Deed of one Preſbytery, the 


. 


have been held more for. 


: 


dious to be enumerated, the ſaid Synod have for a long Time 


had under Deliberation, and at length at the laſt Meeting which 
held in April, determined and appointed that an Application 
ſhould be made to this Aſſembly for an Act repealing the for- 
mer Act, which appointed the Synod to meet twice annually, 
vViZ. once in September, and again in April; and inſtead thereof, 


that the annual Meeting of theSynod of Roſs,ſhould be appointed 


to hold yearly upon the ſecond- Tueſday of the Month of May, 
which the Synod are encouraged to infiſt' for, and hope, 


not only for the onerous Cauſes above mentioned, but becauſe | 


alſo the ſame is the Caſe with the two adjacent Synods of 
Caithneſs and Glenelg, the Correſpondents of which Synods, 
might with great Propriety and Conveniency attend the Synod 
of Roſs, in their Way to the General Aſſembly, their annual 
Meeting holding only in the Month of July. And therefore 


praying the Aſſembly would take the Premſſes under their con- 


ſideration, and appoint the ſaid Synod to hold but one meeting an- 
: Tr - C : 14 23 ? 3 . . 1 29 122 * t. n. | ly, 


- —— — ———— ů —— —„— — ee — Em 


eee 


e 


8 The Ads of the 
nually, [eg that upon the ſecond Tueſday of May: Which Petition 
being read, with the Opinion of the "es" for Bills there- 
upon, the General Aſſembly did, in Terms thereof, and hereby 
do repeal the Act of Aſſembly, appointing the $ ynod of Roſs 
to meet twice in the Lear, v:z. in the Months - April and 
September z ; and the General Aſſembly do appoint, that in Time 
coming, the ſaid Synod meet once in the Vear, and that on 
the ſecond Tauęſday 2 May yearly, © 


AR a ppointing the Synod of Lotkien 
 Twweeddale to meet on the lit 


Tue of May, yearly. 


Edinburgh, May 3oth, 1759, Se. 3. 

WH HERE was tranſmitted to the General : Aſſembly 
CESAR: from the Committee for Bills, a Petition by he 
be Synod of Lathion and Tweeddale, bearing, that 
r 20 was found very inconvenient to have their meat - 
ings in Moy, ſometimes on the ſecond Tueſday, 
ard at other Times on the third Tueſday of that Month, there- 
fore, p 1 5 that their Meetings after this might be fixed on 
the iſt 25 of May. Which Petition being read, with the 
Opinion of the Committee for Bills thereon, the General Aſ- > 
ſcrably unanimouſly agreed to grant the Deſire thereof, and ac- 
cordingly do a 4555 that in the Month of Mey the Synod of, 
Lotkigo and Tweeddale ſhall meet in Time coming on the ih 
Tueſday of that Mont. 


at cgainls Miniſters * 1 


ments with their Heretörs, with 
Ref &-to obtaining a Decreet of 
ation an e 


Ty PI Ache. Ma goth, 1759. Sug. 5 
, Hg General Aſſembly having had 5 00 the: 
. — were fibres preſent MinifteryofthisCharch 
ahbe eee which have been made —_ their 
rede- 


General Aſſembly. "ff 


Predeceſſors in Office and the Heretors of their reſpective - 
| Pariſhes, concerning the Extent of their Stipends, whereupon 
Decrects of Modification and Locality have been obtained with 
Conſent of Parties, do therefore enact and ordain, that in all 
Time comirig no Miniſter ſhall make any Compoſition with 
his Heretors, with reſpect to obtaining a Decreet'of Modificati- 
on and Locality for his Stipend, but at the Sight, and with the 
Advice and Conſent of the Preſbytery of the Bounds. 


HITS PAGE ORE CCS CHO þ ORE 92.80 QA G8 805 on 
VII.. . 
Act anent the ſupplying of Vacancies. 
Es, Mey-z0ths f M7 2; 


HE General Aſſembly, in order to prevent the 
long and unneceflary protracting of the Vacancy 
of Pariſhes, Do appoint, that it ſliall be among 
the Queſtions aſked by Synods at the ſeveral 
Preſhyteries at the privy Cenſures, What Vacan- 
cies there are in their Bounds ; of how long Continuance theſe 
have been ; and the Reaſons why they are not ſupplied? And 
if theSynod ſhall find any Presbytery dilatory after the Right of 
lanting any Pariſh has by Law fallen-into-their Hands, the 
3 ſhall enjoin them to proceed toward the Settlement of 
that Pariſh without further Delay. _ LT 2210 


; ee 
Act againſt Simoniacal Practices, con- 
taining an Explication of the 5th 
Act of A llembly, 1753. 
Edinburgh, May zoth, 17 59, Sell. 5. 

HE General Aſſembly, taking into Conſideration 4 
. I | Repreſentation of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, 
eelating to Bargains betwixt Patrons or Heretors in 
SESXI Pariſhes, and Candidates for the Miniſtry, or the 
Friends of ſuch Candidates, and the great Danger which may 


thence ariſe to this Church, Do hereby enjoin the ſeveral Preſ- 
1 C byteries 


— 


hereby enacted, That if an | 
mentioned and deſcribed in this Act ſhall be carried on by any 


10 be Ale of the 

byteries in this Church, in order to prevent ſuch Practices for 
the future, to take all proper Meaſures to diſcover if any ſuch 
have happened in their Bounds; and if, upon Enquiry, it ſhall 
be found that any Miniſter or Probationer hath obliged himſelf, 
or that his Friends, before his Settlement, and in order to pro- 
mote the ſame, have obliged themſelves, upon the Account of the 
Candidate, that he ſhall not during his Incumbency commence 
any Proceſs againſt the Heretors for Augmentation of Stipend, 
Reparation of Manſe, Office-houſes, or enlarging his Glebe, 
or ſhall have become bound in any Sum or Sums of Money, 
or any Preſtation to the Patron, or Perſon connected with the 
Patron, in order to procure the Preſentation, or to the Heretors 
or others concerned, in order to obtain a Concurrence with the 
faid Preſentation, or otherways to procure a Call to a vacant 
Pariſh, or has entered into any Simoniacal Paction or Practice 
for that Effect, that ſuch Preſbytery lay a Repreſentation of the 
faid Matter before the General Aſſembly, that the Procurator 
for the Church may have Orders to raiſe and carry on a Proceſs 
of Reduction of ſuch Bargains or Obligations before the Court 
of Seſſion; and alſo the Aſſembly do hereby declare it a juſt Cauſe 
of Depoſition in Miniſters, or of taking away the Licence of 
a Probationer; and ordain Presbyteries to proceed to. ſuch 
Sentences againſt all ſuch Miniſters and Probationers, as ſhall 
be hereafter found to have either entered into ſuch Bargains 
themſelves previous to their Settlements, or who ſhall after their 
Settlements. homologate the Deed of their Friends: And it is 


: 
-4 Py 


y ſuch Simoniacal Practices as are 


Perſon or Perſons whatlocyer, in order to the promoting, or pro- 
curing any Benefice or Office in this Church to any Miniſter or 


Probationer, though without his Conſent or Approbation; and 


if ſuch Miniſter or Probativner ſhall at any Time be told or in- 
formed that ſuch Practices have been, or are carried on, or pro- 
poſed to be carried on for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, and ſhall not 
make Diſcovery or Intimation thereof to the Presbytery of the 


Bounds at their firſt Meeting after he ſhall receive ſuch Infor- 
mation, then and in that Caſe, he ſhall, if a Miniſter, be depoſ- 
ed, and if a Probationer, be deprived of his Licence. And fur- 


ther, the Aſſembly appoint this AEW be read by all Presbyte- 
ries to every Perſon. before he be licenſed to preach the Goſpel, 
y Candidate for a Settlement in their Bounds before 


and to. every C 
they take any' Steps towards his Settlement, 


"ix 
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General Aſſembly 1759: 11 


IX. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and 
Ruling Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs 
referred to them. 5 


Edinburgh, June ad, 1759. Sef. 8. 


£35 TT 2 verſe Affairs which they cannot overtake, do here- 
by nominate, comm'ſſionate, and appoint the Re- 
verend Dr. George Kay, one of the Miniſters of 
Edinburgh, their Moderator: And from the Presbytery of A. 
berdeen, Mr. Archibald Napier at Mary-Goulter, . Mr. John 
Lumſden Profeſſor of Divinity in the King's College of A4ber- 
geen, Mr. Thomas Forbes at Aberdeen, Mr. John Maxwell at 
Newmachar, Miniſters : From the Presbytery of Kincardine 
O'Neil, Mr. Robert Michie at Clunie, Mr. Murdoch M*Len- 
nan at Crathie, Mr. Thomas Mitchel at Tar/and, Miniſters ; 


— 


1 * 
* 
* 


Sir Arthur Forbes of Caigievar, Baronet, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Alford, Mr. James Lumſden at Joie, 


Mr. Alexander Johnſton at Agford, Mr. Patrick Thomſon at 
Tough, Miniſters; the Moft Honourable the Marquis of Lothi- 
an Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Ellen, Mr. James 
Roſe at Logiebuchan, Mr. Andrew Moir at Ellon, Miniſters : 
From the Presbytery of Garioch, Mr. Thomas Shepherd at 
Bourty, Mr. George Ogilvie at Premnay, Mr. Alexander Reid 
at Kemnay, Miniſters ; Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, Pro- 
curator for the Church, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
of Deer, Mr. William Taylor at Newgeer, Mr. James Walker 
at Peterhead, Mr. James Smith at Strichen, Miniſters : From 
the Presbytery of Turreff, Mr. George Gordon at Drumblade, 
Mr. Alexander Orem at Montwhiter, Miniſters : From the 
Presbytery of Fordyce, Mr. George Grant at Ruthven, Mr. 


Robert Traill at Banf, Miniſters ; ar Honourable the 


Lord Edgefield, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Stratbh- 
bogie, Mr. Andrew Skeen' at Keith, Mr. Roger Moodie at 
Gairtley, Miniſters : From the Presbytery of Aberlour, Mr. 
Jn Touch at Aberlour, Mr. Alexander Paterſon at Rothes, 

liniſters; William Stewart in Eaſter K:rkoun Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of E/gin, Mr. Patrick Duncan at Long- 
bride, Mr. Alexander Watt at Alves, Miniſters ; Baillie Ro- 
bert Grant Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Forres, Mr, 
Robert Dalrymple at Dallas, Mr. Alexander Coull at Ein- 


Killie, 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering that there are di- 


—— ————— ——— —— — e - ” ä 


a 
* — 
— £4 - 
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12 The Acts of thy: -- 


killie, Miniſters : From the Presbytery of Inverneſs, Mr. Mur- 
doch M*Kenzie at Inverneſs, Mr. Daniel Brodie at Calder, Mi- 
niſters: From the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr. Robert Munro 
at Kilmuir Weſter, Mr. James Munro at Cromarty, Miniſters ; 
Mr. James Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Languages in the 
College of Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of 
Tain, Mr. Donald Roſs at Fearn, Mr. George Balfour at Tarbet, 
Miniſters; Mr. David Roſs younger of Inverthaſsley Advocate 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Dingwal, Mr. Donald 
Fraſer at Urquhart, Mr. John M*Lennan at Contane, Miniſters ; 
Albert Munro of Cou/l Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Abertarph, Mr. William Grant at Kilmanivaig, Mr. Andrew 
Gallie at Laggan, Miniſters ; Mr. Francis Grant Merchant in 
Edinburgh Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of She, Mr. 
John M*Pherſon at Slait, Mr. William M*Queen at Sn:zor?, 
Miniſters: From the Presbytery of Lew:s, Mr. Normand Mo- 
riſon at Lig, Mr. John Clark at Stornaway, Miniſters: From 
the Presbytery of Ui, Mr. Lauchlan M*Lean at Bara, Mr. 
Kenneth M*Aulay at Harris, Miniſters ; William Roſs Writer 
in Edinburgh Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Gairloch, 
Mr. Eneas M*Aulay at Gairloch, Mr. Donald M*Leod at 
Glenelg, Miniſters; Mr. Robert M*:Intoſh Advocate Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Dornock, Mr. Martin M*Pher- 
ſon at Golſpie, Mr. John Sutherland at Dornock, Miniſters : 
From the Presbytery of Tong, Mr. Walter Roſs at Tong, Mr: 
John M*Kay at Edracbillis, Miniſters ; Captain George M*Kay 
of Overikibo Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Caithneſs, 
Mr. Alexander Oliphant at Bower, Mr. James Taylor at Mat- 


ten, Miniſters; George Sinclair of Ulb/eer, Eſq; Ruling Elder: 


From the Presbytery of K:rkwall, Mr. John Ballantyne at 
Burray, Mr. John Yule at Kirtwall, Miniſters; Charles 
Wright Bookſeller in Edinburgh Ruling Elder : Burgh of Kirk- 
wall, Dr. Hugh Sutherland Phyſician there : From the Pres- 
bytery of Cairſton, Mr. Thomas Hepburn at Birſay, Mr. Wil- 


liam Nisbet at Firth, Miniſters; the Right Honourable the 


Earl of Morton Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of North 
Jes, Mr. Thomas Lyell at Lady Pari/h, Mr. James Weir at 
Rouſay, Miniſters; Mr. Andrew Roſs, Factor for the Earl of 
Morton, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Zetland, Mr: 


William Mitchel at Tingwal, Mr: James Gordon at Feflar 


Miniſters ; Sir Andrew Mitchel of Veſt Shore, Baronet, Ruling 
Elder : From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr. George For- 
dyce at Cor/torphine, Dr. Robert Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity 
in the College of Edinburgh, Mr. Gilbert Hamilton at Gramond, 
Mr. William Bennet at Dudding ſton, Mr. James Stevenſon at 
Edinburgh, Dr- Hugh Blair there, Miniſters; Mr. Charles 
Hope-Vere of Craigieball, Robert Montgomery,Eſq; one of the 


Commiſſioners 


1 
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Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and John Car- 
michael Merchant and preſent Dean of Guild of Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elders: City of Edinburgh, George Drummond, Eſq; 
reſent Lord Provoſt thereof, Thomas Simſon preſent Conveen- 
er of the Trades thereof: Univerſity of Edinburgb, Dr. Patrick 
Cuming Profeſſor of Church Hiſtory therein, and one of the 
Miniſters of Edinburgh : Church of Campvere, Mr. James Yair 
Miniſter, and Archibald M<Aulay, Eſq; late Lord Provoſt of 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of L:nl:thgow, 
Mr. Patrick Bennet at Polmont, Mr. John Aitchiſon at Falkirk, 
Mr. Adam Wedderſton at Bathgate, Mr. James Watſon at 
Torphichen, Miniſters; Mr. Robert Ramſay of Blackcraig, 
and Charles Addiſon Merchant in Borrowſounneſs, Ruling El- 
ders: From the Piesbytery of Biggar, Mr. David Blenſhal at 
Lamingtoun, Mr. Bernard Haldane at Glenbolm, Miniſters ; 
Wilham Alexander Tenant in Rachan Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Peebles, Mr. Alexander Johnſton at Lyne, Mr. 
Alexander Davidſon at Traquarr, Miniſters; Mr, James Mont- 
gomery Advocate Ruling Elder: Burgh of Peebles, Mr. Alex- 
a Murray Advocate: From the Presbytery of Dalkeith, 
Mir. Thomas Turnbull at Bortbwick, Mr. Patrick Simſon at 
Fala, Mr. John Murray at Heriot, Miniſters ; Robert Dun- 
daſs of rniſten, Eiq; his Majeſty's Advocate, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Haddington, Mr. George Anderſon at 
Pe .caitland, Mr. David Wark at Haddington, Mr. John Main 
at /tbelſtaneford, Miniſters; the Right Honourable the Lord 
Coal/toun Ruling Elder: Burgh of North- Berwick, Mr. William 
Law of Elving ſtoun Advocate: From the Presbytery of Dun- 
bar, Mr. John Clunie at Vpiteki, E, Mr. Gavin Henderſon at 
Stentoun, Miniſters z James Hamilton Surgeon in Dunbar Rul- 
ing Elder: Burgh of Dunbar, George Wilfon Merchant there: 
From the Presbytery of Dunſe, Mr. Matthew 'Sandilands- 
Dyſart at Eccles, Mr. David Johnſton at Langtoun, Miniſters; 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Marchmont Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Chirnfide, Mr. James Allan at Eymouth, 
Mr. John Buchannan at Foulden, Mr. Walter Anderſon at 
Chirnjide, Miniſters ; Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, Baronet, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Kelſo, Mr. Robert 
Turnbull at Sprouſtoun, Mr. George Reidpath at Stitchel, Mi- 
niſters; Mr. George Wallace Adyocate Ruling Elder : From 
the Presbytery of Zedburgh, Mr. James Simſon at Wiltoun, 
Mr. Thomas Scott at Cavers, Mr. Thomas Elliot at K:r4toun, 
Miniſters ; Robert Howiſon of Orchard Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Erfiltoun, Mr. John Goldie at Erfltoun, Mr. 
David Scott at Channelkirł, Miniſters ; Robert Kennedy of 
Auchtifardle Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Selkirk, 
Mr. James Maſon at-Yarrow, Mr, William Brown at Maxton, 
= - Miniſters ; 
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Miniſters; Mr. Andrew Pringle Advocate Ruling Elder: Burgh 
of Selkirk, Gideon Shaw of Lauri/ton: From the Presbytery 
of Annan, Mr. Alexander Orr at Hoddam, Mr. John Laurie at 
Midalebie, Miniſters; Alexander Orr Writer to the Signet 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Langbolm, Mr. David 
Balmain at He/terkirk, Mr. John Dickie at Langbolm, Mini- 
ſters; Mr. William Johnſton Adyocate Ruling Elder : From 
the Presbvtery of Lochmaben, Mr. William Young at Hut- 
ton, Mr. David Imrie at Sr. Mungo, Mr. Edward M*Whin- 
nie at Applegirth, Miniſters; Mr, Robert Dalrymple Writer to 
the Signet Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Penpont, Mr. 
William Cunningham at Sangubar, Mr. John Jobnſton at 
Duriſdeer, Miniſters; James Ferguſon of Crazgaarroch Ruling 
Elder: Burgh of Sangubar, the Right Honourable the Lord 
Shewalton: From the Presbytery of Dumfries, Mr. John Scott 
at Dumfries, Mr. Thomas Hamilton at Felywood, Mr. John 
Ewart at Troguire, Miniſters ;- Mr. Andrew Crosbie Advocate 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr. 
Andrew Boyd at Twynhelm, Mr. Alexander Dick at Dalry, 
Mr. John Crockat at Parton, Miniſters; Mr. William Boyd 
Preacher of the Goſpel Ruling Elder: Burgh of Kirkcudbright, 
Mr. Robert Alexander Merchant in Edinburgb: From the 
Presbytery of Migtoun, Mr. John Hart at Kerkinner, Mr. Pa- 
trick Anderſon at Penningbam, Miniſters ; John Hathorn of 
Over Airies Ruling Elder: Burgh of Migtoun, Mr. William 
Cochran Advocate: From the Presbytery of Stranrawer, Mr. 
ohn Hunter at Stenykirk, Mr. James T weeddale at Old Glen- 
luce, Miniſters; John Hamilton of Bargenie Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Ayr, Mr. David Shaw at Coylloun, Mr. 
Patrick Wodrow at Torbolton, Mr. John Stiel at Stair, Mr. 
William Walker at Mun#fozn, Mr. James Young at New Cum- 
noch, Miniſters ; the Right Honourable the Lord Huchinlecł, 
Mr. Thomas Miller Advocate, his Majeſty's Sollicitor, Ruling 
Elders : Burgh of Mr, John Muir Writer to the Signet: 
From the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr. Robert Hall at K:lmar- 
nock, Mr. William Coats at Kilmars, Mr. James Wodrow at 
Dunlop, Miniſters ; Archibald Stevenſon of Montgreenan Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Parſley, Mr. James Baine at 
Paiſley, Mr. John Shaw at Greenock, Mr. Alexander. Scott at 
Jnnerkip, Mr. James Simſon at Pollock, Miniſters ;. the Right 
Honourable the Lord Pre/tongrange, and William Somerville 
ſenior Merchant in Renfrew, Ruling Elders: From the Pres- 
bytery of Hamilton, Mr. William M*Culloch. at Cambuſlang, 
Mr. David Connel at K:/bride, Mr. James Hamilton at Both- 
vel, Miniſters; Mr. John Risk Probationer Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Lanerk, Mr. William Hamilton at 
Douglas, Mr. William Forreſter at Carſtairs, Mr. William 
| | 8 1 Miller 


Miller at Carmichael, Miniſters; Mr. George Lockhart-of Car- 
airs Ruling Elder: Burgh of Lanerk, Mr. James Dewar 
ounger of Yogrie Advocate: From the Presbytery ot Glaſgow, 
Mr. William Craig at Glaſgow, Mr. Colin Campbell at Egleſ- 
tam, Mr. John Ker at Carmunoch, Miniſters ; Archibald In- 
gram Merchan:, and one of the preſent Bailies of Glaſgow ; City 
of Glaſgow, John Murdoch, Eſq; preſent Provoſt thereof: From 
the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr. Alexander M*Farlane at Ar- 
rogubar, Mr. Duncan M. Farlane at Drumen, Mr. John David- 
ſon at Old Kilpatrick, Miniſters ; Sir James Colquhoun of 
Lufs, Baronet, Ruling Elder: Burgh, of Dumbarton, Mr. 
James Smollet of Bonhill Advocate: From the Presbytery of 
Duncon, Mr. Alexander Lamont at K:Jfnnan, Mr. Hugh 
Campbell at Rorhſay, Miniſters ; Sir Duncan Campbell of 
Scuth-ball Ruling Elder: Burgh of Rotbſay, Dr. Matthew 
Stewart Profeſſor of Viathematics in the College of Edinburgh: 
From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr. David Campbell at South- 


Alexander M*Millan of Dunmore, Writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Þrverary, Mr. Patrick Camp- 


Ludovick Grant at Ardchatton, Miniſters; Mr. John Cam bell 
younger of Stonfield, Advocate, Ruling Eider: From the Pres- 
bytery of Mull, Mr. Alexander M. Taviſn at Morvern, Mr. 
Niel M*Leod at Roſs in Mull, Miniſters; Hector M*Lean 
of Torhisk, Writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr. Thomas Man at Dun- 
held, Mr. James Gow at Cargill, Mr. Thomas Webſter af 
Clunie, Mr. George Robertſon at Auchter gaven, Miniſters; 
his Grace the Duke of thoſe, the Right Honourable the 
the Earl of Broadalbine, Ruling Elders: From the Presbytery 
of Perth, Mr. Patrick Duncan at Tippermuir, Mr. Archibald 
| Stevenſon at St. Madbes, Mr. Hary Inglis at Forteviot, Mr. 
David Dow at Dron, Miniſters; the Right Honourable the Lord 
Prefident of the Seſſion, and Mr. John Belches of Inmermay, 
Advocate, Ruling Elders: From the Presbytery of Stirling, 
Mr. John Haly at Clackmannan, Mr. David I homſon at Gar- 
gun Miniſters; the Right Honourable the Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
uling Elder: Burgh of Stirling, Thomas Gilleſpie Merchant 
there: From the Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr. Robert 
Drummond at Auchterarder, Sir William Moncrief at Black- 
foord, Mr. Archibald Rennie at Muckbart, Miniſters; Duncan 
Robertſon Merchant in Crief, Ruling Elder : From the Pres- 
bytery of Dumblane, Mr. John Ferguſon at Port, Mr. Alexan- 
der Steedman at Til/icoultry, Miniſters ; the Right Honourable 
j the 
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end, Mr. John Wodrow at Kildalton in Ilay, Miniſters; Mr. : 


bell at Inverary, Mr. Archibald Lambie at Kilmartin, Mini- 
ſters ; Archibald Campbell of Knockbuy Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Lorn, Mr. John M*Aulay at L.ſnore, Mr. 
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the Lord Napier Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Dum- 
fermline, Mr. James Thomſon at Dumfermliue, Mr. Robert 
Stark at Kinroſs, Mr. George Adie at Carnock, Miniſters ; Bail- 
lie Robert Geddes, Merchant in Culreſs, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Kircaldy, Mr. Robert Spears at Eurntiſtand 
Mr. David Rentoul at K:rkcaldy, Mr. Robert Colvil at Dyſart, 
Miniſters; Dr. Robert White of Bennochre, Ruling Elder : 
From the Presbytery of Coupar, Mr. Andrew Melvill at C 
Mr. George Boes at Coupar, Mr. Robert Preſton at Coupar, 
Mr. Robert Wingate at Abdie, Miniſters ; the Right Honour- 
1 able the Earl of Leven, and Mr. Andrew Barclay of Pitaap, 
fl Ruling Elders: Burgh of Coupar, Mr. James Dalglieiſh Advo- 
cate: From the Presbytery of Sf. Andrews, Mr. John Ferrier 
at Largo, Mr. Alexander Walker at Kemback, Dr. John Chal- 
mers at Elie, Mr. John Tod at Deninno, Miniſters; Mr. James 
 Anderfon, and Mr. Robert Anſtruther Advocates, Ruling El- 
|| ders: Univerſity of Sr. Andrews, Mr, Walter Wilſon, Profeſ- 
41 ſor of Greek in the united College of $f. Salvator and St. Leo- 
Fl nard, of the Univerſity of S. Andrews: From the Presbytery 
| of Meigle, Mr. Laurence Brown at Lentrathin, Mr. James 
In Thomſon at Kingolurum, Mr. Andrew Hutton at Glenyla, Mi- 
| niſters ; John Murray of Lintroſe, Eſq; Ruling Elder : From 
1 the Presbytery of Forfar, Mr. George Nicol at Kinnettles, Mr. 
Ji George Ogilvie at Certachy, Miniſters ; Mr. George Dempſter 
Ji of Dunicben, Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
. of Dundee, Mr. David Maxwell at Strathmartine, Mr. George 
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Johnſton at Moni bie, Mr. James Playfair at Liſf and Benuie, | 
1 Miniſters ; Provoſt Wardroper in Dundee, Ruling Elder: From | 
| the Presbytery of Aberbrotboch, Mr. William Bell at Aberbro- | 
thock, Mr. james Hunter at Kir#den, Miniſters; John” Maul 
of Inder kei lor, Eſq; one of the Barons of Exchequer, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Brechin, Mr. George Blair at 
Bdael, Mr. James Beattie at Marytoun, Mr. James Lauder at 
Dun, Miniſters; Provoſt James Biſſet, Merchant in Montroſe, 
Ruling Eldet: From the Presbytery of Fordown, Mr. Alexan- 
der Shank at Arbutbnot, Mr. Alexander Forbes at Fettereſſs, 
Mr; Robert Allardice at Glenbervie, Miniſters , Robert Scot of 
Duninald, Ruling Elder, with his Grace the Dake of Argyle, 
the Moſt Honoutable the Marquis of Tieeddale, Sir Gilbert 
Elliot of Minto, one of the Senators of the College of 
Jaſtice, Ruling Elders; To be Commiſſioners of this Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, to the Effects after mentioned, with Power to the 
ſaid Commiſſioners or their Quorum, which is hereby declared to 
be any thirty- one ofthe ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof twenty-one 
are always to be Miniſters, to meet and conveen within the AC 
ſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt Day after the Diſſolution of 
this Aſſembly, at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon ; and there- 
M1 after 
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ate the ſecond Wedneſilay of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of No- 
vember, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and oft- 
ner, when and where they ſhall think fit and convenient, with 
Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator: 
And like ways, the General Aſſembly fully impowers their ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or their Quorum abovementioned, to cognoſce 
and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter 
referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order 
of this Aſſembly, and to do every ＋ hing cotitained i in, and con- 
form to the Inſtructions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; 
and to advert to the Intereſt of the Church on every Occaſion, 
that the Church, and preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof, do not 
ſuffer or Iuſtain any Prejudice which they can prevent, as they 
will be anfwerable: Providing always, that this general Clauſe 
be not. extended to particular Affairs, or Proceſſes before Sy- 
nods, or Presbyteries, that are not of univerſal Concern to, or 
Influence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby appoint- 
ed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except at the four 
Rated Diets; and what ſhall be detetmined at one Diet of the 
Commiffi oh, with relation to private Cauſes, ſhall be unalter- 
able by any other Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue 
in Popes till difypproven by the General Aſſembly. And the 
General Aſſembly tenews the Inſtructions given by the General 
Aﬀembly in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
teen, to Wile Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in 
full Force, as Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, 
and to be obſerved by them in all Points, as if the ſame were 
ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into the publiſhing 
and ſpreading of Books and Famphblets, tending towards the 
promoting of Opinions of whatever Kind, inconſiſtent witls 
our Confeſſion of th; and that the Recommenders of ſach 
Books or Pamphlets,” or the Errors thetein contained, whether 
by Word, Wrn,'or Print, be called before the ſaid Comtmhiffi- 
05 to anſwer for the fame. And further; the ſaid Commiſſion 
is he reby impowered to receive any Referetices and' Appeals 
that ſhall be made to then from Synods, in Matters of Doc- 
trine, ank ri en ſuch Affairs for the General Aſſembly; and to 
contribute what they can to the ſupf reſſing of Vice and Immo- 
rality, and g give all aut Advice and Aſſiſtance to Synods 
and Prelbyierice, upon n Application to them for that End: Likes 
ways to take Care, that the Impreſſions of the Holy Scriptures, 
the Confeſſion ef aith, and Catechiſm, and fuch Books as are 
authoriſed by this Church; relating to the Docttine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government thereof; be correct; and give Bi. 
reQions about printing the ſame. And the faid Commiſſion 
_ a pointed and impowered, to kee th a Correſpondence with 
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for ſuppreſſing Popery and Superſtition, and for promoting 
the Knowledge of true Religion, and carrying on a Reformati- 
on in theſe Parts, and give Aſſiſtance and Concurrence therein; 
and, if Need be, to apply to the Government for a proper Re- 
medy and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the ſaid Commithoners are 
hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged to meddle in any o- 
ther Matters than what are committed and referred to them, as 
above mentioned: And, in all their Actings, they are to pro- 
ceed according to the Acts and Conſtitution of this Church 
and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the Prejudice of the 
ſame; declaring, that in and for all their Actings, they ſhall be 


accountable to, and cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly, 


as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. And this Commiſſion is to continue 


and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed; and Mem- 


bers are required to attend the Diets of the ſaid Commiſſion, 


and Abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, according to 


the 17th Act of the General Aſſembly held in the Year One 


thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the better ſecuring. 
of a Quorum, and Attendance of Members on the Commiſſion, 
the General Aſſembly prohibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 


or any other Presbytery within twelve Miles thereof, to meet 


on any of the Days or Weeks appointed for the Meetings of 
this Commiſſion; and ſuch of the Members of theſe Presbyteries 
as are on tae Commiſſion, are required, all of them, to give 


Attendance on the Diets thereof; and the Presbyteries at a 
greater Diſtance, who have four or more Members on. the 


Commiſſion, are to take Care that at leaſt two of them attend 


each Diet of the ſame: And the Aſſembly appoint their Com- 


miſſion, at their firſt Meeting, to diſcuſs as many of the Cauſes 


and Queſtions relative to the Settlement of vacant Churches, 


which are or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, as 


they can overtake. And it is further provided, that when any 
Preſbytery or Synod of this Church ſhall decline to comply with, 


the Sentences of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full 


Execution, in that Caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited 
to execute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch Correſpondent 


Meetings, as has been ſometimes the Practice; but ſhall allow. 


the ſame to ly over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch 
Presbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their Con- 
duct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up with their Com- 
miſſioners their Reaſons for the ſame. 7. 5 the Aſſembly 
doth further impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to 
make due Application to the King and Parliament, for Redreſs 
of the Grievance of Patronage, in caſe a favourable O portuni- 
ty for ſo doing ſhall occur during the Subſiſtence of this Com- 
miſſion. And the General Aſſembly do enjoin their Commiſſi- 
on, that in paſſing their Sentences, and in ordering the Execu- 
tion of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th Act of the A(- 


ſembly 1736. 
X. Com- 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and 
Ruling Elders,. for Reformation of 
the Highlands and /ſlands, and for 
managing his Majeſty's Royal Boun- 

ty for rhat End. 


_ Edinburgh, June ad 1759, Seſſ. Ih. 
H E General Aſſembly do hereby nominate, com- 
miſſionate and appoint the Reverend Dr. George 
Kay, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, their Mo- 

derator, Mr. Thomas Tullideph, Principal of the U- 

nited Colleges of Sz. Salvator and St. Leonard, in 
the Univerſity of S. Andrews, Mr. James Muiriſon Principal 
of the New College there, Mr. Neil Campbell Principal of the 
College of Glaſgow, Mr. Andrew Schaw Profeſſor of Divini- 
ty in the New College of St. Andrews, Mr. Robert Hamilton 


"Way 
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1 Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, Mt. John 
1 Lumſden Profeſſor of Divinity in the King's College of Aber- 
deäen, Mr: William Lecchman Profeſſol of Divinity in the Cola 
1 lege of Glaſgow, Mt. James Witherſpoon at N ter, one of his 
| Majeſty's Chaplains, all the Miniſters Members of the Presby- 
= tery of Edinburgh, Meſſrs. George Anderſon at Pencaitland, Ar. 


=; chibald Lambie at Kilmartin, Fobn Clunie at Whitekirk, John 
Mac Aulay at Liſmore, Donald MacLeod at Glenelg, Matthew 
Sandilands Dyſert at Ectles, David Campbell at Southend, Wal- 
ter Anderſon at Chirnfide, Lauchlan MacLean at Bara, Hugh 
Campbell at 'Rothſay, George Ridpath at Stitchell, Æneas Mac- 
Aulay at Applecroſs, David Rentoul at Kircaldy, Fohn Ferrier at 
Largo, James Simpſon at Wilton, Jobn Wodrow at Kildalton' in 
Jay, William Brown at Maxton, Thomas Hepburn at Birſay, 

William Mitchell at Tingwall, David Blenſhal at Lamington, 

Thomas Turnbull at Borthwick, Patrick Simpſon at Fala, James 
Allan at Eymouth,  fohn Goldie at Earlſton, David 'Scot at 

' Channelkirk, John Dickie at Langbolm, Fobn Scot at Drumfries, 

David Scham at Coylton, James Woodrow at Dunlop, James Ha- 

milton at Bothwell, Colin Campbell at Eccleſham, Duncan Mac- Sd 
Farlane at Drymen, James Gow at Cargill, Archibald Stevenſon 1 
at St. Madoes, Sir Willia;n Moncrief at Blackfoord, Robert Stark 

at Kinroſs, Dr. Jobn Chalnrers at Ely, George Blair at Edzel, Mi- 
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igers: his Grace Archibald Duke of Argyle, his Grace James 
e 3 the moſt honourable the Marquis of Lothian, 
the right honourable the Earl of Marchmont, the right honour- 
able the Earl of Dumfries, the right honourable the Earl of 
Breadalbane, the right honourable the Lord Somerville, the 
richt honourable the Earl of Lauderdale, the right honourable 
Robert Craigie of Glendoick, Eſq; Lord Preſident of the Court 
of Seſſion, the right honourable Robert Dundas of Arniſion, Eſq; 
his Majeſty's Advocate, the right honourable the Lord Juſtice 
Clerk, Alexander Fraſer of Strichen, Eſq;. Patrick Boyle of 
Shewalton, Eſq; Alexander Boſwell of Auchinleck, Eq; Robert 
Pringle of Edgefield, Eſq; William Grant of Preſtongrange, Eſq; 
Andrew MacDoual of Bankton, Eſq; George Brown of Coalſton, 
Eſq; ſeven of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, Mr. Charles 
Hope-Vere of Craigieball, Mr. Gilbert Elliot of Melgund, Advo- 
are” Mir⸗ Jobn Campbell younger of Stonefield, Advocate, . John 
Maul of Trverkeillor, Eſq; one of the Barons of Exchequer, 
George Drumond, Eſq; Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Mr. David 
Dalrymple, Advocate, Procurator for the Church, Mr. James 
Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Languages in the College of 
Edinburgi, Albert Monro of Coul, John Hathorn of Overarrtes, 
Baillie Archibald Ingram Merchant in Glaſgow, Mr. Alexander | 
Mac Millan of Dunmore Writer co the Signet, Mr. James Sol- 
Jet of Bonbill Advocate, Hector MacLean of Torlots, Pr. Ma- 
thew Stewart, Profeſſor of Mathematicks in the College of E- 
dinburgh, Mr. William Sands Bookſeller in Edinburgh, William 
Roſs Writer there, Jobn Paton Bookſeller there, Baillie Villiam 
Tay Merchant there, Mr. Francis Grant Merchant there, Mr, 
George - Wallace Advocate, Archibald Mac Aulay Eſq H late Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, and Gideon Schaw of Lauriſton, Ruling 
Elders ; to be a Committee of this Aſſembly for Reformation 
of the Highlands and Iſands of Scotland, for promoting the 
Knowledge of true Religion, ſupprefling Popery and Profane- 
neſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty given for theſe Ends, 
according to, and in Terms of his Majeſty's Grant to this Af 
ſembly. In Proſecution of which Purpoſes, the Committee are 
to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts to go to fuch Places as they 
ſhall find, upon due Information, to be moſt proper, according 
to his Majeſty's Deſign, expreſſed in his Warrant ; and in ſo 
doing, that they have particular Regard to ſuch Pariſhes in 
South-Uiſt, Small Iſles, Glenco, Harries, the Countries of Moidart, 
Glengarie and Lochaber, and the other Pariſhes of the Synods 
of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall find, by Rea- 
ſon of their vaſt Extent, the Prevalency of Popery and Igno- 
rance, and other unhappy Circumſtances, to be in the greateſt 

- Diſtreſs : And they ſhall take Care, that the Perſons they em- 
ploy be certified, and found, upon due Trial, to be properly * 
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lified for theſe reſpective Offices, of good Abilities for the ſame; 
of a pious Life and Converſation, prudent, of undoubted Loyal- 
ty to his Majeſty, and of competent Skill in the Principles of Di- 
vinity, and particularly in Popiſh Controverſies : Such Preach- 
ers and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubje& to, 
and under the Inſpection of the Presbyteries of the Bounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take Care that the Orders of 
the Committee be duly obſerved by them: And the Preach- 
ers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both they and the Cate- 
chiſts to inſtruct the People from Houſe to Houſe, and to vi- 
fit the Sick; and in all their Labours among the People; to be 
careful to teach them the Principles and Duties of the true 
Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion, and the Obligations they are 
under to Duty and Loyalty to our Sovereign King George, and 


Obedience to the Laws; and the Committee are impowered to 


ive them ſuch Inſtructions, as to their Work and Behaviour, as 
they ſhall judge meet; which Inſtructions the Preachers and 
Catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aſſem- 
bly do further appoint the ſaid Committee to have a particular 
Regard, in their Proceedings, to the Regulations agreed upon 
by the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the 3oth Day of September 1730, approven by ſub- 
ſequent Aſſemblies; and to take care that Presbyteries, and o- 
thers concerned, obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby or- 
dered to do; particularly the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſ- 
byteries to inſert in their Regiſters the Committee's Appoint- 
ments of the Defignations, Salaries, and Stations of the ſeveral 
Miſſionaries, and to have an exact Regard thereto in all the Let- 
ters they ſhall write about the ſaid Mifionaries, and in giving 
of Certificates to them; and to direct all their Letters concern- 
ing Miſſionaries in their Bounds, only to the Moderator of the 
Committee; which Letters ſhall be figned, at the Appoint- 


ment of the Presbytety, by the Moderator or Clerk thereof; 


and the Aſſembly does diſcharge any Payments to be made of 
the Salaries of Miſſionaries, except upon ' Receipts from the 
Miſſionaries. themſelves, and upon Certificates from the Preſ- 
byteries, bearing that they have ſerved for the Time mention- 


ed in the Receipts. The General Aﬀembly do alſo impower 


the ſaid Committee to apply, for the Purpoſes above menti- 
oned, what may remain of the laft Year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by Reaſon of any of the Miſſionaries not fulfil- 
ing th. Appointments laid upon them; and they are to keep 
a Regiſter - of their Proceedings, and likeways diſtin Books 


of Accompts how the forefaid Money is beſtowed, which ſhalt 


be patent to any concerned who pleafe to inſpe& the ſame. 
Of the Perſons above named as Members of this Committee, 
five are declared to bs a Quorum, whereof three are to be Mi- 
N F niſters; 
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niſters; But it is hereby appointed, that at the quarterly Meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the Scheme or Eſtabliſhment 
of Miſſionaries for the enſuing Year is to be approved and de- 
termined, not leſs than 14 ſhall be the Quorum, whereof 
nine ſhall be Miniſters, and the ſaid Committee are appointed 
to have their Meetings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Soci- 
ety in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, the laſt 
Jl Thurſday of every Month, at four of the Clock Afternoon, and 
f | | alſo the firſt lawful Day after the Adjournment of the four 
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ſtated Diets of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, at 
ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, except that Day ſhould fall 
to be Saturday, and then the Meeting ſhall be upon Monday 
next thereafter, at the ſaid Hour; with Power to the ſaid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch Times and Places as they 
ſhall find moſt needful and convenient ; and they are to keep a 
Correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, 
and the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and their 
Committee of Directors; and take their Advice and Aſſiſtance; 
and alſo to correſpond with Synods and Presbyteries concern- 
ed: They are likeways inſtructed and impowered, as they ſhall 
ſee Cauſe, to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for 
Aſſiſtance and Support in carrying on the Deſign of the Com- 
miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly do, by 
theſe Preſents, nominate and appoint Mr. David Dalrymple 1 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be Receiver of the = 
. foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the ſame as he ſhall be 8 
directed and ordered by the ſaid Committee, and according to =» 
their Rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to exa- 
mine the Accompts of the Diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, 
and lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Ex- 
chequer, and to report their Diligence to the General Aſſem- 
bly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed, that 
no Perſon once employed and inſert in the Scheme ſhall be 
ſtruck out thereof for that Year, but by the Quorum of at leaſt 
fourteen, whereof nine to be Miniſters; and in caſe any Com- 
plaint ſhall be made againſt any of them on the Scheme, it ſhall 
not be determined the firſt ordinary Meeting that the ſame is 
offered, but ſhall ly on the Table till another Meeting; and in 
the mean Time, the Perſon complained of, and the Presbyte⸗ 
ry of the Bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of 
ſuch Complaint, and theſe concerned be required to ſend to 
the ſaid Committee a juſt Account of the Matter, againſt their 
next Meeting. And it is further appointed, that after the 
yearly Scheme of Miſſionaries on the Royal Bounty is ſettled, 
in Manner above directed, and Notice thereof given by Letters 
| h to the Presbyteries concerned, ſuch Presbyteries ſhall ſend up to 
| 1 | the 
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the faid Committee their Anſwers to theſe Letters, at fartheſt 


with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame 
be not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at their firſt 
Meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour to com- 

leat the next Year's Scheme themſelves; and if they cannot 
compleat it, that they ſhall name a Sub- committee of their 


Number for that Purpoſe, Who are to lay their Draught there- 
of before a ſubſequent Meeting, which are appointed to meet as 


ſoon after the riſing of the Aſſembly as poſſible. 


232224242 


. 0 


hd h22-24H2KK262KK%2H2 2022244 24222248 


A& appointing the Diet of the next 
_ General Aſſembly. 


Edinburgh, June 4th, 1759, Sefſ. ult, _ 4 
HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held in this Place Aer the third 
T ſday of May next, being the 15th Day of t 
the Year 1760. 1 | 3 


at Month , in 

Collected and extracted rom the Records of the 
| General Aſſembly, 5 

| GEORGE WISHART, cu. Bee. Scat. 


3 


Overture for an Addition to be made 
to the 6th Act of this Aſſembly, 
againſt Miniſters making Agree- 


ments with their Heretors, 
Edinburgh, June iſt, 17 59, Se,. 7th. Fe h * 25 
HERE was tranſmitted to the General Af 
ſembly, from their Committee for Overtures, 
an Overture of an Addition to be made to 
the Act of this Aſſembly, the 3oth Day of 
May; which Addition being made to .the 
Act, the whole is as follows, viz. That in 
all Time coming, no Miniſter ſhall make any 


Compoſition ot Agreement with his Here- 


tors, or any others, with reſpect to obtaining a Decreet of Mo- 
| dification 


| 
| 
| 
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dification and Locality for his Stipend, or with reſpect to his 
Glebe, Graſs, or any other Emoluments, to which a Miniſter 
has, or may have any Right, but at the Sight, and with the 
Advice and Conſent of the Presbytery of the Bounds, under the 
Pain of ſuch. Cenſure as the Presbytery of the Bounds ſhall 
think proper to inflict; and that no Minitter ſhall enter into any 
Agreement, or accept of any Payment of his Stipend, inconſiſt- 
ent with the Decreet of Modification or Locality, or Uſe and 
Wont of Payment, without an Acknowledgement in Writing, 


obtained from the Heretor or Heretors, produced to the Prei- 


bytery, and ſuch Acknowledgement inſert in the Presbytery 
Records. Which Overture being read, the General Aſſembly 


agreed to tranſmit this Addition to the Act foreſaid, to the ſe- 


veral Presbyteries of this Church, that they may fend up their 
Opinion thereon to the next General Aſſembly. 
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Overture of an Act, and Rules con- 
ceraing the Election and Qualifi- 
cations of Members of Aſſembly. 
Edinburgh, June 1ſt, 1759, Seſ 7th. 
xx General Afembly did, and hereby do tranſit 


the following Overture, reſpecting the Election and 
Qualifications of Members of Aſſembly, to the ſe- 


ed into an Act. Of which Overture the Tenor follows, viz. 
The General Aſſembly conſidering that the Acts reſpeRing 
the Election and Qualifications of Members of Aſſembly are 
very much ſcattered, having been made on different Occaſi- 
ons, and therefore are not ſufficiently attended to, and that 
Difficulties and Diſputes have often ariſen in the Application 
of them, do therefore, in place of all former Acts concerning 
the Election and Qualifications of Members, and Forms of 


Commiſſions to them, and Atteſtations thereof, which are 


hereby declared to be repealed, enact and ordain as follows. 
That the Repreſentation of the ſeveral Presbyteries of this 
National Church in its General Aſſemblies, ſhall hold Pro- 
portion to the Number of Pariſhes within each Presbytery in 
Manner following; that is to ſay, Presbyteries conſiſting of 
; rr, T7: 85 _—_ 
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12 Pariſhes, or under that Number, ſhall ſend two Miniſters, 
and one ruling Elder ; Presbyteries of above 12, and not exceed- 
ing 18, ſhall ſend three Miniſters, and one ruling Elder; Presby- 
teries of above 18, and not exceeding 24, ſhall fend four Mi- 
niſters, and two ruling Elders; Presbyteries of above 24, and 
not exceeding 30, ſhall ſend five Miniſters, and two ruling 
Elders ; and Presbyteries of above 30, ſhall ſend fix Miniſters, 
and three ruling Elders. And it is hereby declared, that col- 
legiated Churches, where there are in uſe to be two or more 
Miniſters, are, ſo far as concerns the Deſign of this Act, un- 
derſtood to be ſo many diſtinct Pariſhes: That it ſhall not be 
lawful for any Presbytery, Univerſity, or Burgh, the Presby- 
teries in the Weſtern and Northern Iſles excepted, to chuſe 
their Commiſſioners ſooner than 70 Days preceeding the firſt 
Day of the Meeting of the Aſſembly: And all the Presby- 
teries, Univerſities, and Burghs, without Exception, ſhall 


make their Election at leaſt 40 Days before the firſt Day of 


the Meeting of, the Aﬀembly ; and ſhall appoint the Day of 
Election, by an Order to be entered into 'their Minutes; at a 
lawful Meeting, at leaſt 10 free Days before ſuch Election; 
and ſhall make their reſpeQive Eleclions betwixt the Hours of 
12 and f, . EEE oa.” 

That Presbyteries ſhall cle& no miſſionary Miniſters, nor 
any Miniſter who is not a conſtituent member of the Presby- 
tery; and no Elder ſhall be choſen by any Preſbytery, but one 
who either does uſually reſide,” or is an Heretor on the Ceſs 
Roll, or has formerly reſided and officiated as an Elder within 


their Bounds : That Univerſities ſhall chooſe ſuch only to be 


their Repreſentatives, as are Members of that Univerſity by 


whom they are choſen : That ho Miniſter or Elder ſhall be 


choſen by any Burgh, but one who either at preſent officiates, 
or hath formerly officiated as a Miniſter or Elder in that Burgh, 
or in cke Bounds of the Preſbytery where the Burgh lies, or is 
a Reſidenter or Heretor in that Burgh, or an Heretor on the 
Ceſs Roll in the Bounds of that Preſpytery. | ts 
That all Commiſſions from Preſbyteries, Univerſities, and 
Burghs, ſhall bear; That the Elders have ſigned the Formula 
preſcribed by the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694, and inſtead of 
a general Clauſe, that they are every Way qualified according 


to the Ads of Aſſembly, the Commiſſion ſhall contain the 


particular Qualifications of Elders as follows, © That they afe 
« mindfol of the Duties of their Office, are circumſpe& in 
« their Walk, religionſly obſerve the Lord's Day, regularly: 
i attend on divine Ofdinances, and duly regard the publick 
« and private c of God.” Provided always, That in 


Caſe the Commiſſion does not mention that the Elders have 


& .  . " ſabſctibed 


— —— — — — > 


26 The Afts of the 


ſubſcribed the Formula, Act 11th, Aſſembly 1694, they chall 
be allowed to ſupply this Defect by ſubſcribing it in Preſence 


of the Aſſembly, or of a Committee appointed by them, or by 


inſtructing to the Aſſembly that they have already ſubſcribed it. 


That all Commiſſions from Preſbyteries, after they are writ- 
en out and extracted, and before they are put into the hands of 


the Commiſſioners, ſhall be read in Preſence of the Preſbytery, 
and reviſed by them, and it ſhall be atteſted by the Moderator 
or Clerk that this was done, | | 

That no Commiſſions from Royal Burghs to their Repreſen- 
tatives in the Aſſembly ſhall be ſuſtained, but ſuch as ſhall be 
atteſted by the Miniſtry and Kirk Seſſions of the Burgh, and 
alſo by the Presbytery of the Bounds within which the Burgh 
lies: And every Commiſſion from an Univerſity, in order to its 
being ſuſtained, ſhall carry along with it an Atteſtation from 
the Presbytery of the Bounds within which the Univerſity lies, 
which Atteſtations of Commiſſions from Burghs and Univerſi- 
ties ſhall be in the Form aftermentioned. But it is hereby pro- 
vided, That if a Kirk Seſſion or Presbytery ſhall refuſe their 


Atteſtation to a Commiſſion from a Burgh or Univerſity, they 


ſhall affign the Reaſons of their Refuſal, to be laid before the 

Aſſembly, and judged of by them, and if they either aſſign no 

| Reaſons, or theſe be judged inſufficient by the Aſſembly, the 
Commiſſion ſhall be ſuſtained as if it had been duly atteſted, 


Agreeably to the foregoing Rules, the General Aſſembly do 


hereby appoint and ordain the following Forms of Commiſſions 
and Atteſtations to be punctually obſerved by Presbyteries, 
Kirk Seſſions, Univerſities, and Burghs reſpectively in all Time 
coming, with Certification, that every Commiſſion not agreeable 
to the above Rules, and atteſted exactly and in expreſs Words 
according to theſe Forms, ſhall be rejected, and the Perſons 
therein named ſhall not be admitted Members of the Aſſembly. 


FORMS of COMMISSIONS and ATTESTATIONS 

© correſponding to the Rules contained in this Ad. 
Form of CommssIONs by PRESBYTERIES. 

r Day of 

1 Years. The which Day, in the Afternoon, be- 

twixt the Hours of 12 and 4, and in Conſequence of an Ap- 

pointment of the Presbytery, at a lawful — on the 
Day of laſt, fixing this Day for the E- 

lection of their Repreſentatives in the enſuing General Aſſem- 


bly, the Presbytery o ß did, and hereby do 
nominate 


or the E- 


1 
"5 
« + 


In 
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nominate and appoint Mr. Miniſter at 
and Mr. | Miniſter at 


and all of them, conſtituent Members of this Pres- 


bytery, and | 


Ruling Elders, their Commiſſioners to the next General Af- 


ſembly of this National Church, indited to meet at = 
Rf the Day of next to come, or 
when and where it ſhall happen to fit, willing them to repair 
thereto, and to attend all the Diets of the ſame, and there to 
conſult, vote, and determine in all Matters that come before 
them, to the Glory of God and the Good of his Church, ac- 
cording to the Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, and a- 
greeable to the Conſtitutions of this Church, as they will be an- 
ſwerable; and that they report their Diligence therein at their 
Return therefrom : And the ſaid Presbytery does hereby teſtify 
and declare, that the Ruling Elders above-named have ſigned 
the Formula preſcribed by the 11th Act of the Aſſembly 1694 
= 1 ]: And further, that the ſaid Elders are 
mindful of the Duties of their Office, are circumſpect in their 
Walk, religiouſly obſerve the Lord's Day, regularly attend up- 
on divine Ordinances, and duly regard the public and private 
Worſhip of God. Extracted by ' , Cls. 


| 
; 


e 


ATTESTATION. 


3 OR "the 7 voy ef Co. 
A | Years. The which Day the Presbytery of 
| having had the above Extract of their Commiſ- 


ſion to their Repreſentatives in the enſuing Aſſembly laid 


before them, they cauſed it to be read; and having reviſed 
and conſidered the ſame, they did apptove thereof. Atteſted 


oy--:...,. A. B. Moderator. 
Form of Commiss1ons from UNIVERSITIEsS(l. 
AT the ob Dapief) [£nof 


Pears. The which Day, in the Afternoon, be- 
twixt the Hours of 12 and 4, a Meeting of the Univerſity of 
| being conveened, according to an Appoint- 
TCC ment 


. 


„N. B. Jn this Place left blank muſt be inſerted the Relation the Elder, Plaid in 4 


the Pretbytery in reſbect of one cr other of the Circumſtances following : © | 
That they do uſually reſide within the Bounds of this Presbytetys y. 
Or, That they are Heretors on the Ceſs-roll within the Bounds: of this Presbytery: 
Or, That they have formerly reſided and officiated as Elders within the Bounds of 
this Presbytery. 1/ the Elders are differently related to the Presbytery in theſe Reſpettry 
each of them muſt be diſtinguiſhed by the particular Circumſtances agreeing to him, 


thus : That A. B. does uſually reſide within the Bounds of this Presbytery, and C. D. 


is an Heretor on the Ceſs- roll within theſe Bounds, Oc. . 
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28 The Acts of the 
ment of a former Univerſity-meeting on the Day of 
laſt, fixing this Day for the Election of a Mem- 
ber for the enſuing General Aſſembly, they did and hereby do 
nominate and appoint (Here take in his Name and bis Deſignation, 
expreſſing his Office as a Member of the Univerſity) their Com- 
miſſioner tothe next General Aſſembly of this National Church, 
indited to meet at the Day of 
next to come, or when and where it ſhall happen 
to fit, willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the 
Diets of the ſame, and there to conſult, vote, and determine 
in all Matters that come before them, to the Glory of God and 


Good of his Church, according to the Word of God, the Con- 


feſſion of Faith, add” agreeable to the Conſtitutions of this 
Church, as he will be anſwerable; and that he report his Di- 
ligenee therein at his Return therefrom: And it 1s hereby teſti- 
Red and declared, that the ſaid 

* a Miniſter of this Church kwfully ordained, Extracted by 


o. n, And it is hereby teſtified 480 declared, that the ſaid 
is an Elder of this Church lawfully ordain- 

I) 3 that he hath ſigned the Formula preſcribed by the 11th 
Att of Aſſembly 1694: And farther, that he is mindfil of the 
Duties of his Office, is circumſpect in his Walk, religiouſly ob- 
ſerves the Lord's Day, regularly attends on divine Ordinances, 
and duly * the Ass and * . of God. Ex- 
tracted N . 


; FELT 


| Avrevration by he Pxxszvr ERY. 


1 * 1 
811 


[+ r | - : $437. Ahe Day of * 114 
7 3) Ws Vers: Which Day the Presbytery ß 


4e had produced before them a Commits jon 
iven n by the Univerſity of to (Here take in 
gi Name and bis Deſignation as & Member of the Univerſity) to re- 
preſent the ſaid Univerſity in the enſuing General Aſſemhly of 
this + Church, do hereby teſtify and declare, that the 
ſaid . is a Minifter of this Church lawfully 
dodeineds!: This ſign d by Al. B. Moderator. 
Or this," Do hereby teſtify and declare; that the ſaid 

5 is an Elder of this Church lawfully ordained; that 
he hath ſign' d the Formula preſcribed by the 11th Act of Aſ- 
fembly 16a: And farther, that he is mindful of the Duties 
of his Office, is circumſpet i in his Walk, religiouſly. obſerves 
the Lord's Days reg regularly attends upon divine Ordinances, and 
duly regards e OF zd W Worſhip of God, This 
gend of; To A. B. Moderator. 


| For 


General Aſſembly 1759. wg 49 


Form of Commiss1ons from BuReus- 


43 che... ot; Ho 
A Years. The which Day, in the Afternoon, be- 
{twixt the Hours of 12 and 4, the Magiſtrates and Town-coun- 
cilof - being conveened in Council, and hay- | 
ing formerly, at a lawful Meeting of the ſaid Council, on the 

- « on of ___ laſt, appointed this Day for 
the Election of a Member for the enſuing General Aſſembly, 
they did and hereby do nominate and appoint 

their Commiſſioner to the next General Aſſembly of this 
Church, - indited td mert ot og Dey 
of „ next to come, or when and where it ſha 
happen to ſit, willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all 
the Diets of the ſame, and there to conſult, vote, and deter- 
mine in all Matters that come before them, to the Glory of 
God and the Good of his Church, according to the Word of 
God, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable to the Con- 
ſtitutions of this Church, as he will be anſwerable; and 
that he report his Diligence therein at his Return therefrom: 
And it is hereby teſtified and declared, that the ſaid : 
is a Miniſter of this Church lawfully ordained. 
4 Extracted by 
Or thus, That the ſaid | 1 is an Elder of 
this Church lawfully ordained, and hath ſign'd the For- 
mula preſcribed by the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694; that 
* [ 1: And further, that he is mindful of 
the Duties of his Office, is circumſpect in his Walk, religi- 
ouſly obſerves the Lord's-Day, regularly attends upon divine 


Ordinances, and duly regards the public and private Worſhip 
of God. Extracted by 


1 
* 


ATTESTATION by a KIRK-SESSION. 


y the Day of 
Years. The which Day the Kirk-Seflion of 
3 having had laid before them a Commiſſion 
given by the Magiſtrates and Towvyn- council of 


H to 
N. B. In theſe Places left blank is to be inſert the Relation the Perſon choſen lands 
in to the Burgh in one or other of the following Reſpets: - © 
That he at preſent officiates as a Miniſter (or an Elder) in the ſaid Burgh. 
Or, That he at preſent officiates as a Miniſter or an Elder in the Bounds of the 
Presbytery where the Burgh lies. 
Or, That he hath formerly officiated as a Miniſter or an Elder in the faid Burgh, or 
in the Bounds of the Presbytery where the ſaid Burgh lies. : 3 : 
Or, That he is a Reſidenter or an Heretor in the ſaid Burgh. oe 


Or, That he is an Heretor on the Ceſs-roll in t | 
the ſaid Burgh lies. 5-roll in the Bounds of the Presbytery where 


30 The Ala, &c. 


[ 


* 


to repreſent the ſaid Burgh in the enſuing 
General Aſſembly of this National Church, do hereby teſtify 
and declare, that the ſaid, Sc. (in the ſame Terms as * the 
Form of Commiſſions) 


ATTESTATION by a PRESBYTERY. at 


T the Day of 
Years. The.which Day the Presbytery * 

5 having had produced before them a Commiſſion 

given by the Magiſtrates and Ton- council of 
to to repreſent the ſaid Burgh in the enſuing 
General Aſſembly of this National Church, with an Atteſtation 
by the Kirk-Seſfion of the ſaid Burgh, according to the Form 
preſcribed by the General Aſſembly, do likewiſe teſtify and de- 
clare, &c. (in the ſame Terms as in the Form of the Commiſſion 


and Atteſtation by the Kirk-Seſſion.) 


A TABLE 
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A 


TABLE of the printed Acts of the Ge- 
neral e held in the Year 


. 


e gy 
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. T* 2 King 8 nne to Charles Lord Cathcart, © 


produced, 420 ordered to be recorded. © 2 
It. The King's moſt gracious Letter to the General Aﬀembhy, © 
preſented. to them by bis Majeſty s Commiſſioner. 3 1 


III. The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the King's moſt 
gracious Letter. 


| £S 
IV. AT appointing the Synod of Roſs to meet once in the 
Var, and that on the 2d Tueſday of May, yearly, 7 


V. Aci appointing the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale 75 
meet on the firſt Tueſday 7 May, yearly, | 1 


VI. Aci againſt Miniſters making Agreements with - 
| Heretors, with reſpect to obtaining à Decreet of Modi- 


fication and Locality for thetr Stipends, ibid. 
VII. Aci anent the ſupplying of Vacancies, | is 9 
VIII. Ad againſt Simoniacal Practices, containing an Ex- | 
Plication of the 5th Act of Aſſembiy 17535 ibid, 
IX. Commiſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders for ” 
di ſcuuſſi ng Aﬀairs referred to them. ; ela" Ir 


* cen Fon to ſome Miniſters and Ruling + Elders, for 1A 
Reformation of the. Highlands and Wands and for 1 
. managing his Majeſty s Royal Bounty for that End. 19 


XI. Aci 2 nting the Diet of the next General | Aſembly, | 32:5] 23 


Owerhaarie for an Addititn to be mails fo the 6th At. of this. 


Aſſembly, againſt ext Nee en doit 5 e . 
Heretors, 990 105 10 55 


Overture of an 45. and Rules. concernin che Ele#i n and 
Quali cation F Members of Aſenbhy, 8 5 A : 2 4 


Forms of Commiſſions and EO cording 60 the 
Rules contained i in 9855 AM, * ah 46 


laden | 


Zi! . FO es 2 H ˙ 2ͤ 


Index or Abridgment 


: . Or THE 


Actings and proceedings of the ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland, held in the Year 1759, 
and which are not printed at full 


; Length. 


F T E R 33 by the Reverend Mr. Thomas Turnbull 
Miniſter at Borthwick, Moderator of the laſt General 
Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders, Members of 
this Aſſembly, did conveen in the Aſſembly- houſe, and the 
. Reverend. Dr. George Kay, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, 
being choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſſembly's Deſire, took 
the Chair. May 24th, Seff. 1. 
The King's Commiſſion to Charles Lord Cathcart, to repreſent 
his Majeſty's Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, read and re- 


corded. Jbid. . 
The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly read and re- 


corded. Ibid 7H 

The Commiſſioner's Speech at opening this Aſſembly, and the 
Moderator's Speech in Return thereto, - Bid. 

The Royal Warrant for 1000 J. granted this. Year by his Ma- 
jeſty for Encouragement of itinerant Preachers _ Cate- 
. chiſts, for Reformation of the Highlands and 7 Jeans, read 


and recorded. Bid. 

A Committee named for anſwering, the King's 8 moſt gracious | 

Letter. Bid. 

A Committee named for reviſin ing the Sowi ions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, cenſuring Abſents from the Diets 
thereof, naming. Miniſters to preach before his Grace the 
King's Commiſſioner, receiving in Liſts of Probationers in 
the ſeveral Presbyteries, in order to their being recorded, and 
of Students in Divinity at the ſeveral, Univerſities. vd. 

Committee for Overtures named. Bid. d 

Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals. Bid. 

A Diet ſpent in Prayer. May 2 «th, S. 2. 

Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King”: s Com- 
miſſioner. hid, 

The Act 7th of the Aſſembly 718, for the better Diſpatch of 
the Buſineſs of the Aſſembly, ron, and the Obſervation 


thereof 6 Lid. 
The 
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7 N D- E- X, 1759. 
The Draught of an Anſwer to the King's moſt gracious Letter 
to this Aſſembly brought in and approven, and his Grace the 
Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's Requeſt, undertakes to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. May 26th, Sel. 3. | 
A Committee named to reviſe the Regiſter of the Actings and 
Proceedings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſem- 
bly, audit the Procurator and Agent's Accompts, conſider | 
the State of public M Loney, and Prepare Overtures about the 
fame. Did. | 
A Committee named to reviſe the Regiſter of the Cons 
named by laſt A ſſembl * managing the Royal Bounty 
for the Reſormation of the Highlands FA Tfhands. Tbid. 
Cornmittead named for reviſing the Synod Books of Glenelg, 
Lothian and Tweeddale, Mere by.  Tiviotdale, Dunifries, | 
. Perth and Stirling. Ibid. | 
The Synod Books of Aberdeen, Moray, Roſs, Sutherland and 
- Ga 'thneſs, Orkney, Galloway, Glaſgow and Ayr, Argyle, Fife, 
Angus and Mearns, and Presbytery Book of Zetland, abſent, 
and reſolved that the Reaſons thereof de 3 into. 
2 
The Committee for Oiertured appointed to receive in from the 
ſeveral Members any Inſtructions given to them by their re- 
ſpective Synods or Presbyteries, claſs the Matters therein 
contained, and prepare Overtures thereupon to the Aſſembly. 
Bid. 
An Appeal by the Right Honourable Jobn Earl of Dunmore, 
Patron of the Pariſh of Lagie, and George Roſs, Eſq; his Tru 
tee, from a Sentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
finding that the Time allowed by Law to Patrons to preſent 
- to vacant Pariſhes was in this Caſe expired before the Pre- 
- ſentation in favours of Mr. James Wright, to be Miniſter of 
the Pariſh of Logie, was offered to the Presbytery of Dum- 
In blane, and that the Power of ſettling that Pariſh had fallen 
into the Hands of the Presbytery Jure de voluro, brought in 
and Heard; and the giving, Judgment therein delayed till 
To- morrow. May 28th, S2f. 4. 
A Report from the Committee for Oertutes brought in, and 
ordered to lie on the Table till To- morrow, to be then ta- 
ken under Conſideration. May 29th, Se. 5. | 
A Repreſentation by Mr. David Thomſon Miniſter at arte 
nock, bearing his having waited on the Reverend the Depu- 
ties of the Provincial Synods of South and North Holland, be- 
fore leaving that Country. That they enjoined him, in a 
very particular Manner, to offer their moſt affectionate Com 
pliments to the General, Aſſembly of this Church, and to 
repreſent to them how agreeable it was to the Belgick Chur- 
ches, their having ſo generouſly! coneurted with them by a 
general Collection, to * and advance an Undertaking 


wherein 


1 N I & Xx; 1959. 


wherein the Interefts of the Proteſtant Religion, as well as 
that of the Britiſb Nation, were ſo deeply concerned; that 
they were affected for the Succeſs and Proſperity of this In- 
tereſt in America, where they had been uſing their beſt En- 

_ deavours, for eight Years running, to have Miniſters ſettled, 

and Schoolmaſters erected in theſe Parts; that at that Time 

they had Accounts of a Presbytery's being regularly conſti- 

tuted,; conſiſting of 14 Miniſters, and fix or ſeven Schools, 
read, anf the Zeal and Conduct of the ſaid Deputies, in 
planting of: Miniſters, and erecting of a of. 
16:9. 

The Sentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, finding that 
the Power of ſettling the Pariſh of Logie had fallen into the 
Hands of Presbytery jure devoluto, reverſed, and the Cauſe 
remitted backto the Presbytery of Dumblane, as it ſtood previ- 

ouſly to the ſaid Sentence of the Synod, that they may judge 
therein, and proceed to the Settlement of the ſaid Paiiſh, AC- 
cording to the Rules of the Church. Bid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion to take in, cognoſce, and finally 
determine in any Reference or Appeal that ſhall regularly 
be brought before them, relating to. che Settlement of the 
© Pariſh of Logie. Thid. 

Act appointing the Synod of Roſs to meet on the 2d Turſte of 
May xearly. Bid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion to cone and tan ter- 
mine in an Appeal by James Earl of Poalcarras, Patron of 

the Pariſh of Kilconquhar, and by the Heritors of that Pariſh, 

Gee with his Preſentation in favours of Dr. Jobn 
Chalmers, Miniſter at Ely, to be Miniſter of the Pariſh of 
_ Kilconquhar, from a Judgment of the Preſpytery of St. Mu- 
drems, delaying the Conſideration of the Affair till their 
| Meeting on the 4th of July next. Lid. . 

Reference to the Commiſſion to take an Appeal by: Mr. © 
Sage, Miniſter at Lochcarron, from a Sentence lf the Synod 
of Glenelg, finding, that a Sermon preached by Mr. Mneas 
Mac Aulay, Miniſter at Applecreſs, did not contain any Hetero- 

dox Opinions, but teſtifying their Diſſatisfaction with Mr. 

0 . Mac Aulay, for ſome indecent and ſome obſcure Expreffions 

contained in that Sermon, and recommending to him not to 

preach above the Ca acity of his Hearers, and agreeing t 

reprove Mr. Sage for s Conduct in the Affair, and to en- 

ſ Join him not to be — to fiſh out ade without 

| od and juſtifiable Reaſons, Bid. gl 

At appointing hy Synod of Lothian. and 7 Waise hold their 

Meeting in the Month of May, on the 1ſt 17772 of that 

Month yearly. May 3oth, Se. 8s. 

The Report. of the Committee of Overtures, | refplntin ing the 

"Th: Overtures tranſmitted — Aſſembly, read, and turn- 


ed 


I ND E X, 1759. 


ed into ſtanding Acts; and a Motion of an Addition to be 
made to the firſt of theſe Acts, concerning Glebes, Graſs; 
and other Privileges belonging to the Benefices, together 
with a penal Clauſe, remitted to the Committee for Over- 
tures, that they might bring in an Overture with the Addi- 
tion propoſed. Ibid. ö : f 
Act againſt Miniſters making Agreements with their Heretors 
concerning the Extent of their Stipends. Ibid. 
Act anent the more ſpeedily ſupplying of Vacancies. Bid. 
Act againſt Simoniacal Practices. Bid. 8 
The Report of the Committee for reviſing the Proceedings of 
the Committee named by laſt Aſſembly for managing the 
Royal Bounty, with their Remarks thereon, read, together 
with a printed Letter ſent by the ſaid Committee to the ſeve- 
ral Presbyteries concerned, containing a State of the Fund, 
with the Reaſons for diſmiſſing ſeveral Catechiſts, the Con- 
duct of the ſaid Committee approven, and their Book atteſt- 
ww % p = | 
A Committee named to conſider an Overture from the Synod of 


Committee named to conſider the Repre- 


4 . 
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_ and for that 17775 they are allowed to draw upon 
Fund collected for the Exzze, for a Sum ngt exceeding two 
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The Sum of 10/: Sterling agreed to be paid yearly to Archibald 
| Govan, Clerk to the Cathicr of the Royal Bounty, for his 
Tronble in the Dittribution ommencing from the 
Term of „ hitſunday 1759, © „„ 

The Report of the Committee named to confider the Overture 


Grace 
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IL N D E X, 1759. 


Grace the Commiſſioner, for his good Offices in order to 
obtain an Alteration in the Terms of his Majeſty's Grant, fo 
far as to extend the Application of it to the making of new 
Erections of Pariſhes, as well as employing itinerant Preach- 
ers and Catechiſts, according as ſhall . to the Aſſembly 
moſt proper for anſwering the pious End of his Majeſty's 

Grant ; which his Grace was pleaſed to undertake, and for 
which the Moderator returned him the Aſſembly's Thanks. 
751d A ER 
A Petition by the Presbytery of Lorn, in Behalf of the Miniſter 
of the united Pariſhes of Kilninver and Kilmelford, with a 
Petition by Mr. Archibald Stevenſon Miniſter at S. Madbes, 
both ſetting forth the Grievances theſe Miniſters labour un- 
der by the Smallneſs of their Stipends, and the Expence they 
are and will be expoſed to in Proceſſes of Augmentation and 
Locality before the Lords Commiſſioners for Plantation of 
Kirks, &c: brought in and read; and the Aſſembly agreed 
to give to the ſaid Vliniſters what ſhall be found necellary for 
defraying the Expence of their Proceſſes, to the Extent of 
25 l. Sterling each, but not exceeding that Sum, and not to 
be paid till the other Debts preſently due by tlie Church are 
cleared off. Bid. „„ F 5 
The Report of the Viſiters of the Commiſſion Book brought in 
and read; the Commiſſion's Conduct approved of; the Aſ- 
ſembly's Thanks given from the Chair to their Moderator 
for their Care and Diligence in the Affairs committed to 
them; and their Book ordered to be atteſted. BB. 
The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund for a Proviſion to Mi- 
* * iſtets Widows, &c. given in, and ordered to lie on the 
Table till another Diet. bid. > comet 
The Members from the ſeveral Synods appointed to tiieet a- 
mog themſelves, in ordet to bting in a Liſt of the Nomi- 
" tratots of the Commiſſion, according to the 6th Act of Aſ- 
ſembly 1705. bid. W _—_— 
An Overture of an Act reſpecting the Election and * 
ons of Members of Aſſembly, with the Draught of Com- 
miſſions, and Atteſtations of Commiſſions, prepared by the 
Committee named by laſt Aſſembly for that Purpoſe, brought 
in and read, and the Conſideration thereof delayed till To- 
 morrow. Bid. © _— 
The Accompts of the Procurator and Agent for the Church, 
with the Report of the Committee on the public Accompts 
thereon, brought in, and ordered to lic on the Table till a- 
nother Diet. Bid. | _—__ 
Miniſters named to lecture and preach before his Grace the Com- 
miſſioner on Sabbath firſt, in Place of one formerly appoint- 
| ed, but who, by reaſon of Indiſpoſition, could not fulfil the 
Appointment laid on him. Fane 3ſt, Sef. 7. gi 


* —ç— 


— 


1 N D: E: i $% 3 
A Lift of the Members of the ſeveral Synods brought in, and 
appointed as a Committee to name the Members of the Com- 
miſſion of this Aſſembly, and prepare Inſtructions to them. 
Tbid. „„ 8 
The Report of the Committee for preparing a State of the pu- 
blic Money brought in and read, bearing, that the whole 
Debts preſently. due by the Church amounted to 310 J. Ster- 
ng, whereof 200 J. bears Intereſt from Whitſunday 1759. 
Overture for an Addition to be made to the 6th Act of this Aſ- 
ſembly againſt Miniſters making Agreements with their He- 
retOrs.. ci. PT 3 . 
An Inſtruction from the Presbytery of Elgin, craving, that Mr. 
Francis Hasbane be continued itinerant Preacher and Catechiſt 
at Pluſearden, read, and remitted to the Committee for ma- 


naging the Royal Bounty. Ibid. 


* 
* 


J 


Two Overtures, the one reſpecting the Right and Power of or- 

dained Aſſiſtants and Succeſſors adviſing, voting, and deter- 
mining in Cauſes coming before Presbyteries and Synods, 
even where Right and Property takes Place; and the other, 
that the Act 13th May 1732, ſhould be ſo far altered as to 
make it lawful for Presbyteries not only to take Trials and 
ſerve the Edict, but to proceed to the Ordination and Ad- 
miſſion notwithſtanding of any Appeal to the contrary, in 
ſuch Caſes only where the Oppoſition is ſmall, read and re- 
ferred to the Commiſſion, that they may take them under 
Conſideration, and, if they ſee Cauſe, prepare an Overture 


thereupon to the next General Aſſembly. Bid. 

A Memorial concerning an intended Alteration of the Courſe 
of the Poſt, whereby the Poſt would come into and go out 
of ſeveral trading Towns in Scotland upon the Lord's Day, 
which would prove a great Temptation to profane that Day, 
by making it a Day of Buſineſs, tranſmitted from the Com- 
mittee for Overtures, and a Committee named 'to take the 
ſame into their Conſideration, and do all in their Power to 
prevent any Hurt that might ariſe to the Intereſts of Religi- 

on ſhould the propoſed Alteration take Place. Bid. 

An Application by Mr. Thomas Hepburn Commiſſioner from the 

Presbytery of Cairſton, and Mr. Lauchlan M Lean Commiſ- 
ſioner from the Presbytery of Li, craving ſome Allowance 
out of the public Money for defraying the Expence of their 
Attendance on this Aſſembly, read and the Sum of 51. 
Sterling agreed to be inſtantly paid to each of them for defray- 
ing the Expence of their Journey to this Aſſembly. this 5 

An Inſtruction from the Presbytery of Kirkwall for continuing 

a Miſhonary in their Bounds, with one from the Presbytery 
of Cain ſton, craving, that Mr. Patrick Mair may be employ- 
ed on that Miſſion, in Place of Mr. Nisbet deceaſed, who 

was formerly employed there, read, and remitted to the 

Committee for managing the Royal Bounty. Bid. 

RE | K Overture 


I N D E X 1759. 


Overture of an Act and Rules concerning the Election and 
Qualifications of Members of Aſſembly. Lid. | 
The Sum of five Pounds Sterling ordered to be paid to Mr. 
William Mitchell, Commiſſioner from the Preſbytery of Zet- 
land, for his Attendance on this Auembly June 2d, Se,. 3. 

The Report of the Truſtees for managing the Fund for a Pro- 
viſion to Miniſters Widows, &c. containing a State of the 
Fund under their Management, and an Account of their 
Proceedings fince laſt Aſſembly, re- produced, and ordered 
to be recorded in the ſeparate Regiſter kept for that Purpoſe. 
Ibid. | 

AQ approving of Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, his Intromiſſions with his Majeſty's Allo w- 
ance for defraying the publick Charges of the Church, for 
Lady-day, Mid-ſummer, Michaelmaſs, and Chriſtmas 1757, 

and Lady-day, Mid ſummer, Michaelmafs, and Ciriſimas 1758; 
and appointing that the Ballance of 45 J. 6s. f d. Sterling in 
his Hands, be charged in his next Accompt. Bid. 

Act approving of the Accompt of James Edmonſtone, Agent for 
the Church, and Sub-Clerk to the General Aſſembly ; and 
appointing, that he have Credit in his next Accompt, of a 

Ballance of 13 J. 45. 11 d. Sterling due to him. Bid. 

The Report of the Committee for naming the Members of 
the Commiſſion, and drawing Inſtructions to them, brought 

in and approven. Bid. . 

The Draught of a Commiſſion, and Inſtructions to the Com- 
mittee for managing the Royal Bounty this Vear, brought in 
and approven. 16:9. : | 

A Committee named, to take under Confideration, what ſhall 
he the requiſite Qualifications of Students, particularly, in re- 
ſpect of the Time of their having ſtudied Philoſophy and Di- 
vinity, in order to their being received upon Trials by Pres- 
byteries, prepare an Overture thereupon, to be laid before 
the Commiſſion, to be further ripened by them for the next 
Aſſembly ; or. in caſe there ſhould not be an Opportunity 
of having ſuch Overture conſidered by the Commiſſion, that 
the Committee ſhall themſelves report to the Aſſembly; and 
to correſpond by Letters with ſuch Profeſſors of Divinity as 
cannot attend their Meetings, that they may aſſiſt with their 
Sentiments on this Subject. 16:4. w— 

An Overture concerning the Method of ſettling vacant Pariſhes, 

read and delayed till Monday next. Lid. . 

A Petition by Mr. Chriſtian-Lewis Finne, Chaplain to the King 
of Pruſſia, and Miniſter of the reformed Church at Coſſen 
in Sileſia, formerly at Breſlau, ſetting forth the Diſtreſs the 
Citizens of Cuſtrin, and the Inhabitants of the New Marche 
of Brandenburgh are reduced to by the Hoſtilities of the in- 

' vading Rſians, who burnt their Churches, plundered their 

' Habitations, and conſumed their Subſtance. And praying 

| > ot 


